[Hypophyseal tumors and diabetes mellitus. Hypothalamus-hypophyseal correlations and glucose metabolism].
As it's well known from the clinic, human syndromes depending on pituitary GH, ACTH and PRL secreting tumors are associated with alteration of glucose homeostasis. There is an hypothetical but convincing explanation for this, based on a number of concrete observations and experiments. The main mechanism for glucose intolerance or overt diabetes is related to insulin-resistance. The increased concentration of the three hormones would alter the action of insulin on its target cells at binding and (mainly) post-binding level. Besides recent researches indicate that the hypothalamus may play an important role in the pathogenesis of at least some cases of pituitary adenomas and, directly or indirectly, of the glucose homeostasis derangement.